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wed. uly 27, 1949
Bethesda

Dear Mamma,

Your letter came this morning, bearing the card about Uncle

Sam’s wedding. Imagine that! Well well well, and no one knows
exactly who she 1ls; 1 take it. ' - .

Iwas in a dither to know what té do about that sofa, be-=
cause as you know I simply love it, one, and two, I'd love to be
able to "get it" at such a low price. As you must realize yours
self, a hundred and fifty dollars 1s a very low price even if it
does need re-upholdtering, and seventy-five dollars ls, naturally, -
even lower! Also, of course, I'd like to be able to help you oub
fihaneially in to the bargain. 'There are two large and bony hitces:
the first is that try as I may, I can't think of a single place
to put it In ouk present house. My only thought would be the
guest rooum, and I'm afraid there wouldn't be enough room to get
around ths bed if I put it there, as well as the fact that 1
wouldn't f£it in at all among all that bedroom=-y unk I'v got in
the guest room. Bubt that isn't the main hiteh. If I had the
money in my own bank account I would get it myself, but I don't,
and anyway 1've promised Willlam faithfully not to buy anything
like clothes, etc., for three months until our finances recover
from the rude olt they got from the unit. Six hundred dollars is
such a huge sum to pay out almost all at once that we simply can't
fiddle diddle around for some time to cane. Of course what I'd
1ike to do would be buy it now, put it in the basement, and save
it for when we ge sbroad again in two or three years. Bubt buy it
now is wust the thing I can't afford tc do, right after William
has kindly and lovingly bought me that expensive gadgst in the
kitchen- it wouldn't be right even to ask him. So that’s my site
uation in a cocoanut shell. I hate to be ungrateful when you have
glven me so0 much, and when you offer me this wonderful thing that
I dearly love and dote upong so I hope you won't think I'm wn-
grateful about it, bubt contrariwise I can't be ungrateful to
William either, and I'm afraid it would be a form of ingratitide
to blithely ask him for seventy five dollars or even part of that |
at this time. I am, in fact, on the homs of a nastK cld dilXema.
If I paid out seventy five dollars now or in installments 1 couldn't
afford to have the sofa recovered too, and in any case since 1'd

ust have to put 1t in the baseient for a couple of years, there
wouldn't be much point in it. Gontrariwise again, 1'd hate to
think you peed the money so badly you would have to sell it. Ch

dear! Tell me what you think about it all, and pity my perplemity/d

Dear o0ld Stoneburner and Hushes came through with a big bans
on the Disfoaall deal. They fixed up the dishwasher so that it
works beutifully now, and Mr. Hughes brought back the disposall
the next day all fixed upl He took it to a welder and had him put
a new metal sleeve on the drain hole, then he Installed it and it
is even now working nicely. S0 now all we need toc do is get the
money for the repairing and welding from the Rallway Express, ani
they should be grateful to us, don't you think? Anyways, I hope
they will pay us for that. I am certainly .lad I"had 3. and Hy
install it though, bescause they are really helpful as they can bé&.
I told Mr. Hu%hes 1 would tell all my friends toc eall him up when
they need a plumbsr. ;

\
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We are going out to Ellicot City on Saturday with L.H. (That
boy has fixed this typewriter so it simply won't write his middle -
initial, either in small letiers or in capltals. I push that key
and it ust deesn't come up. See what I mean?) to visit a bit with
Martha Bush and her sister Virginia. The next day, Sunday, will be
the day we are expecting anle and her famlly to arrive, when or e
for how long we don't yet know. lawence ohn keeps saying he doesn't
want them to come, and asking me to eall them up and tell them he
doesn't want to see them. I only hope he won't act that way when
they really do arrive. It's also the day the Meleneys are expscjed
back. ¥%e could really use a few lMeleneys now= the few remaining
¢hidlren (since immy Allen isn't here either) wander about aim-
lessly all day bemoaning their fates. The boy won't play with little
Susan in back no matter how hard up he is for playmates, for some
reason, and he isn't bery fond of playing with Gene Slater, either,
although Gene's wmother now allows him to come as far as our house
to play. He will play occasionally with Suzanne, and even with
Larry &#nderson, bubt both of those & ildren are really too cld for
him. He's such & little snob about Susan, and to a lesser extent,
about Gene?! They both come around now and then hopeful askinﬁ me
if Laurence ohn will play with them, and he says somet 1n§ like.
"I'm too busy,” or "I want to play with Lawwy Anderson now", or
"Go bakkihome again because I'm playing by myself and don't want
t6 be bothered” I feel sorry for them, but it's hopeless to reasn
with him and only makes him firmer in his unkind purpose. How young
in 1life we become choosey about our friends! If he felt that way
about Suzanne I could understand it, but I can't see what's wrong
with either Susan or Gene as playmates. When I askedhinm once why
hgld%dn't want to play with Suasan, he sald "She ust uffy, that's
all, ) o , _

' We have found cur dishwasher a wonderful help after partles,
as I think I told you. You can't edsily do pots and pans in it, but
one doesn't mind two or thr e of them if that's all there is to dos
There isn't much space for glasses (onli eleven can go in) but
when we have more we ust leave them out to do the next time. Now
that the electrid an realized his mistake and corrected it, every-
thing comes out sparkling and clean. As for the Disposall, 1t's so
new I can't say much yet, but it's marvelous not to have the dirty
old ashes and ¢igacette butts hanging around the kitchen for days
in the garbage can, and to be able to peel the vegetables and wash
the peelings right down the drain afterwards.

I forgot to tell you that the package with the moy's clothes
arrived- thank immy very, very much for that. I still wonder what
could have become of the slippers, though. I suppose they will turn
up later. But we haven't missed them very mugh anyway, 80 don't
bother to make a special searche you can ~ust wait for them to
turn up in the course of time. B

It's time for Laurence ohn o wake up now, sc here 1 g0.
I bought him some new blue eans and at this point every single

.ong_of them is hanging on the line. He gets so filt I have to
wash hinm at least Twice a day all over., HOW does he do 1t?

Love,
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